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Course Description   
  Contemporary Issues is a course designed to assist student recognition of political, social, 

economic and ideological developments facing today’s world.  The course is an elective, meeting every 

other day for a semester.  The first unit defines foreign policy, examines the impact of the Cold War and 

analyzes current international foreign policy issues that exist in our world.  Unit 2 examines the 

fundamentals of economics.  Students investigate stocks, bonds, and securities, global business and trade, 

along with various economic organizations that impact contemporary global and domestic economics.  In 

Unit 3, students begin to study political and social issues Americans faces in 2022.  Crime and justice, 

church and state, health care, environmental issues, issues of life and death, terrorism, abortion, gun 

rights, etc. are typically discussed.  To conclude the course, individuals anticipate problems that become 

major factors in the future and offer suggestions how problems can be alleviated in a cumulative final 

project. 

 

Goals for Student Learning   

The primary goal of the course is to harness the interests and passions of young adults to 

recognize their place on the global spectrum.  A question often asked within the scope of the course is, 

“What is your cause and how far are you willing to go to get it?”  Contemporary Issues is unique in that it 

isn’t just learning information, it’s understanding issues in order to practically apply the student skill sets 

to potentially create a positive impact on the cause they discover they are most passionate about.  The 

core goal of the course is to create a sense of emotion that potentially may drive a career or facilitate 

action for an individually determined greater good or benefit of society.  

 Ultimately, I dream of developing students that are interested, informed, and critical.  As always 

in the Social Sciences department, an informed, well-constructed, critical argument/perspective are 

always welcome and accepted.  Creation of a stance and logical/factual argument are strong skill sets 

primed in Contemporary Issues.  The course will attempt to draw students outside of their comfort zone to 

challenge preconceived notions about a wide variety of issues facing our Contemporary world.  Students 

hopefully will challenge themselves to put things into various contexts in order to understand ‘how others 

live’ differently.   

 

Textbook and Materials   

The primary resoures used in the course that are TEACHER PROVIDED: 

● Brun, Henry. The World Today.  Amsco School Publications, INC. 2005. USA. 

● Various publications, including, but not limited to Time Magazine, The Week, The 

Baltimore Sun, The Washington Post, The New York Times, The Aegis, etc. 

● Various Internet resources and video applications, including, but not limited to NBC, 

CBS, FOX, ABC, and CNN, etc. 

Student provided materials include: 2 – 1 subject spiral notebooks AND binder; pen/pencil 

 



Course Outline 

 

The selection of content for Contemporary Issues has been made through careful analysis of the 

National Standards for the Teaching of High School Social Studies by the National Council for 

the Social Studies.  There is a need to incorporate, in skill development, an understanding of 

specialized methods of discovery and inquiry employed by scholars in arriving at their 

knowledge.  Much emphasis is given to critical thinking, problem solving and social 

development.  Integration of social studies content into reading and writing is essential for 

student mastery of the standards. 

Quarter Units Concepts Products 

1 Foreign Policy and 

National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economics 

• Composing an Argument for what America’s 

international role should be 

• Analyzing impacts of the Cold War 

• Constructing an appreciation for how significant 

the events of 9-11 are on contemporary 

societal/economic goals 

• Evaluating the pre/post 9-11 world and the impacts 

domestically/internationally 

• Formulating an opinion on FP/NS in the post-9/11 

era 

• Introduction to Economics and basic economic 

indicators 

• Comparing/Contrasting policy announcements and 

social events and how they impact economics 

• Looking at basic Micro/Macro-economic 

ideologies in order to apply them practically to the 

stock market and potential trade initiatives 

• Analyzing the price of oil, gold, and levels of the 

stock market to determine economic viability 

 

• Integrated 

Performance 

Portfolio 

• 9-11 letter 

• International 

investigative 

reporting 

• Picture Quizzes 

• Song Project 

• Presidential 

Foreign Policy 

Recommendation 

• Current Events 

demonstrations 

• Predicting 

resource progress 

2  

Social Issues 

 

 

 

 

Issues Facing our 

Future 

• Composing an argument on various social issues 

potentially including, but not isolated to gun laws, 

environmental regulations, actions/results of FEMA, 

veterans affairs, impacts of mental health on society, 

to kneel or not to kneel for the anthem, modern 

slavery, free speech, woman’s rights, etc. 

• Compose ideas of what it means to be liberal, 

moderate, conservative, independent, democrat, 

republican and how issues shift individuals on the 

political spectrum 

• Teach fellow classmates about topics/issues that are 

more personal/passionate to the individual learner 

• Discussing a wide variety of social, political, 

economic, and ideological issues in order to gain 

perspective and understanding of other students 

 

• Integrated 

Performance 

Portfolio 

• Final 

Examination 

Cumulative 

Project 

• Debating social 

issues/topics 

• Letter to the 

President 

• Picture Quiz 

 



HCPS Grading Policy 

Examples of Product, Process, and Practice 

PRODUCT (50%) 

Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 

Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 

Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 

Building Attitudes,  

Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 

students achieved specific 

learning goals, standards, and/or 

competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to 

students regarding growth 

towards the attainment of 

specific learning goals, standards 

and competencies? 

Does it allow students to practice 

skills and/or reinforce content 

learning? 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Graded for completion and 

participation 

**Extra credit will not be given for non-academic purposes** 

Absent Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods 

equal to the number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments 

without penalty. 

Late Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time in order to earn full credit. Any assignment, 

(product, process, or practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction 

from the grade a student earns on the assignment. In order to earn credit for late assignments, 

students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday (except for the last week 

of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 

assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated 

HAC update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC 

to include a statement about the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment. 

Grading Window Designated HAC Update Late Work Due Date 

September 8- September 24 September 24 September 29 

September 27- October 13 October 13 October 20 

October 14- October 29 October 29 November 5 (Friday) 

November 8- November 19 November 19 November 24 

November 22- December 10 December 10 December 15 

December 13- January 13 January 13 January 21 (Friday) 

January 24- February 11 February 11 February 16 

February 14- February 25 February 25 March 2 

February 28- March 11 March 11 March 16 

March 14- March 25 March 25 March 31 (Thursday) 

April 1- April 22 April 22 April 27 

April 25- May 6 May 6 May 11 

May 11- May 20 May 20 May 25  



Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for the quality and completion of one's own work.  

Academic dishonesty is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own.  Students at 

Bel Air High School are responsible for knowing what is considered to be Academic Dishonesty 

and the subsequent consequences.  More information can be found in the BAHS Student Planner. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

• Students will place their cell phones in a teacher designated area as they enter each 

classroom. Teachers will review with students the specific location for each room.  The 

phones will remain in the teacher designated area unless teachers explicitly tell students 

to take out the phones for instructional use.  

• Cell phones will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom visits, assemblies 

and trips to the nurse/counseling office/main office.  

• Cell phones will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of class at the 

direction of the teacher.  

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch.  Students 

are not permitted to make phone calls during school hours.  

• If the cell phone policy is violated, it is a referable offense.    

A typical day in Contemporary Issues… 

I sincerely enjoy teaching this course in that the content often depends on what happens 

today.  Nothing can be more informative and gripping than events transpiring now.  I do my best 

to synthesize situations and events to express to students how history is trending or repeating 

itself.  Since we are limited to essentially ONE QUARTER of instruction time (45 days), I do my 

best to highlight key examples, historical and modern, of plights individuals have faced, 

overcome, and still present challenges to others. 

Each day I highlight two ‘PICTURE PEOPLE’.  Picture people I’ve used are as simple as 

the President of the United States and Governor of our state, to more unique individuals like 

Kobe Bryant, Pat Tillman, or the Naudet Brothers.  Often these individuals will guide us to 

lessons or topics of larger meaning.  Topics that have traditionally been studied in this course 

range from the atrocities of Abu Gharib and Dr. Zimbardo’s correlation with his Stanford Prison 

Study to international/domestic terrorism, ISIS, the environment, elections, hurricanes, 

earthquakes, politics and their impact on American foreign policy and society. 

The first half I do my best to get students engaged in issues that are infiltrating the news 

in order to trigger their own interests/desires so that the second half of the course is more student-

driven.  I look forward to seeing how the course develops this year with the all of the political, 

social, economic and environmental issues that face us yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

 Overall, I try to use a variety of modern news sources, music, movies, writings, speeches, 

interviews, WHATEVER to engage students to ultimately CARE ABOUT SOMETHING as 

many search for their place in our ever confusing world.  PLEASE always feel free to contact me 

regarding the progress of the course.  Thank you for this opportunity and I look forward to 

challenging and educating you to the best of my abilities ☺ 

 

 



Classroom rules and procedures 

B208 – Mr. Andrews – 2021-2022 

Email: jonathan.andrews@hcps.org 

AP US HISTORY/Contemporary Issues/law in America 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 Greetings and welcome to another year at Bel Air High School.  My name is Mr. Andrews and I’m your 

instructor for this year in one of the 3 courses above.  I’ve taught at Bel Air High for 17 ½ years and I 

look forward to another fascinating year facilitating learning and intellectual growth and understanding.  

In order to have a productive school year, we must be on the same page regarding how I operate my 

classroom on a daily basis and the goals/expectations that I have for you as a student.  Hopefully the 

information provided will be preemptive and productive in answering any questions about our working 

relationship throughout our experiences.  If you have any questions or need clarity about any policy or 

assignment, please ask and we will address any issues at hand appropriately and individually. 

 

GENERAL RULES AND EXPECTATIONS:   

Trying to remember my experiences in high school, I recall acting out when I was treated like a child.  

My broad classroom management policy is act like an adult, and I will treat you like an adult, act like a 

child, well…you can figure out the rest.  Harford County Public Schools policy and protocol are the 

baseline for how the classroom and school operates. At this point in your educational career, you’ve been 

in a classroom for a majority of your life.  I feel you should have a basic understanding of proper 

professional behavior in school.   

 

Please patiently wait to be acknowledged, no calling out, always respect others, etc. are all rules, not only 

in the classroom, but often in the workplace and the so-called ‘real world’.  As many of you seek 

employment, college admission, acceptance into clubs of higher ‘prestige’, remember, your behavior and 

attitude reflect who you are and perceptions from others, whether you like it or not.  I expect you to 

control yourself at all times and constantly remember why you are ‘here’ and what you are doing 

‘here’…to grow and learn to advance towards to future that you want to establish for yourself and family.  

Remember, integrity is what you do when no one is watching… 

 

COMMUNICATION 

I truly feel communication is KEY!  Please make sure your accounts are active and accessible.  My email 

is identified above.  If you would like to discuss ANYTHING of a personal/individual nature, email is 

usually the more formidable way to initiate the process and likely will receive the quickest response.  If a 

“face-to-face”, phone call or more personable meeting is necessary, please contact me to establish an 

appointment, which can take place before school, after school, or even during a lunch period, if our 

schedules collaborate and time permitting based on the issue.  I will do my best to accommodate you and 

your needs throughout this school year for the betterment of the course and experience.   

 

GRADE DISPUTES OR PERSONAL ISSUES WILL NEVER BE DISCUSSED DURING 

CLASS TIME IN FRONT OF YOUR PEERS.  PLEASE UNDERSTAND I HAVE OTHER 

STUDENTS AND CLASS TIME IS FOR THE ENTIRE CLASS.  PERSONAL SITUATIONS 

SHOULD BE ADDRESSED APPROPRIATELY AND PRIVATELY.  BEFORE OR AFTER 

SCHOOL ARE THE MOST SUITABLE TIMES TO ADDRESS INDIVIDUAL ISSUES, 

CONCERNS, GRADES, OR DISCUSSIONS.  ESTABLISHING A MEETING TIME IS THE 

MOST FORMIDABLE WAY TO ADDRESS GRADE CONCERNS. 



ABSENCES:  More than likely, you will miss a class during the course of the school year due to 

illness/injury, sports, or circumstances beyond control.  Please understand that attendance is a 

key element of success in ANYTHING, not just academia.  Do your best to be here on a 

consistent basis.  Since we are on ITSLEARNING the access to lessons if you miss is open to 

you throughout the unit for you to complete assignments/activities/classwork per needed.  We 

will work through this experience together and it will be okay       

 

BATHROOM POLICY- Please request to go to the restroom at the beginning of the class 

during class changes or during the first moments as you arrive.  As to not be a disruption to other 

students during class time, please find a suitable time, if necessary, during the class to get a pass 

to go to the facilities.  Please don’t make bathroom use an issue, and I won’t have to make it an 

issue. 

 

INSUBORDINATION:  Any insubordinate behavior that disrupts the class and/or classmates 

will be handled immediately and individually.  Please understand that I have a job to do, and if 

you disrupt it, we will unfortunately have to take appropriate measures to ensure the behavior is 

curtailed.  I DON’T EXPECT ANY ISSUES!  I want you to pay attention to the course, any 

notes you need to take on what I’m TRYING (emphasis on trying      ) to teach you as we make 

the very best of this unique situation.  PLEASE REFER TO THE DIGITAL/VIRTUAL NORMS 

SECTION OF THE SYLLABUS! 

 

LASTLY, I sincerely look forward to a productive, engaging school year of growth, intellectual 

maturity and development within you.  Please utilize all the resources presented and 

communicate with me to accommodate your success and what you want out of the course.  At 

this stage of the game, I feel it is predominately the students’ role to initiate interaction with me 

about class operations, understandings/misunderstandings, policy and behavior.  Parents will be 

notified if need be, and I am always accessible per your convenience at appropriate times.  Thank 

you for your time and attention and look forward to a fantastic year! 

 

I have read the above information and understand the parameters of the class. 

 
STUDENT NAME 

PRINTED:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STUDENT NAME SIGNED: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARENT SIGNATURE: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


